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elephant

a real, sweet romantic comedy by christos sourligas

ELEPHANT SHOES
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Hometown hit
for Montreal
filmmaker

Christos Sourligas is winning raves
for the very-low-budget Elephant Shoes,
brought to you courtesy of his credit cards

BY MATTHEW HAYS, MONTREAL

ot even halfway through the
festival, and a homegrown hit

has emerged. Elephant Shoes

is an odd little romantic two-char-
acter film, an unusual comedy
about a couple who meet on the
street, immediately have sex upon
arriving in his apartment and then
spend the next 12 hours actually
getting to know each other. Made
on a mere $10,000 by Montreal
filmmaker Christos Sourligas, the
film has won over audiences and
critics alike with its lively dialogue,
funny scenarios and winning cou-

le. ;

i The actors are New York-based
Greg Shamie (a Montreal native)
and Stacie Morgain Lewis (a New
Yorker), who were dating during
the film's 44-day shoot and have
|aincewed. “l knew I didn't have

much of a budget," Sourligas says.
“But | just decided to take the
plunge, it was something 1 really
wanted to do.”

Sourligas, who works for the Just
for Laughs Festival in TV sales by
day, last appeared in the World
Film Fest eight years ago with his
mmendcuszndmmy short film
Park Ex. He ed Elephant Shoes
Spike Lee-style — -with several
credit cards, which were promptly
maxed out.

Elephant Shoes has many of the
elements which mark ultra-low-
budget  filmmaking,
some pacing that feels off. But it
also boasts two very strong lead
performances and ace cinematog-
raphy by Luc Montpellier, who also
shot Guy Maddin's The Saddest
Music in the World. Sourligds man-
aged to snag Montpellier on a pro-
bono basis because he'd served as

Elephant Shoes stars Montrealer Greg Shamie and Stacie Morgain Lewis in a whirlwind romance.

best man at the cinematographer's
wedding. “I'm on cloud nine with
the success we've had,” Sourligas
declares, “It's been really thrilling.”

* *

Inside
A sleeper hit wows the

crowds at the Montreal
' World Film Festival, R3
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Film captures
couple’s
courtship

BILL BROWNSTEIN

on a little movie that could

“(Elephant Shoes)
has gone on to wow
(festival) audiences

and critics alike.”

hristos Sourligas has spent
much of the past week
scouring the city in search of a
high-tech video projector to rent.

The good news is that the Mon-
treal director’s film Elephant
Shoes is being released theatri-
cally today at the AMC multi-
plex. The bad news is that there
is no 35-millimetre print of Ele-
phant Shoes available. It was
shot in digital video, thus neces-
sitating a special projector,
which the AMC doesn’t have.

Sourligas finally did track
down a video projector yester-
day. It will cost him $3,392.08 a
week to rent. To put this in per-
spective, that represents one-
third of the cost of shooting his
$10,000 film in the first place.
Still, cheaper than making a 35-
millimetre print for $30,000.

He isn't complaining. He
maxed out his credit cards fi-
nancing this film, so what's one
more expense to cover?

Elephant Shoes is the little
film that could. Premiered in the
summer of 2004 at the Montreal
World Film Festival, it has gone
on to wow audiences and critics
alike at 16 more festivals.

It was picked up for distribu-
tion by Alliance Atlantis Vi-
vafilm, which rarely releases
films under $1 million theatrical-
1y - let alone flicks that come in
at 10K.

Plus, the movie will make its
DVD bow next month.

Elephant Shoes is many
things, but it has no elephants
tromping through it. It features
only two actors and it was put to-
gether by a crew of three over an
intense 4%-day shooting sched-
ule. Regardless, it looks as if it
has the production values of a
film 100 times its budget.

It also has a solid storyline.
The film is a compelling, noirish
romantic comedy about the
rocky courtship of a couple. One
of the angles is that the action
takes place over a 12-hour peri-
od. Another is that the couple in
question are really a couple, Sta-
cie Morgain Lewis and Greg

Shamie. They were dating when-

the film was being made, and
now they are married.

Curiously, the courtship they
depict has less to do with their
lives than that of Sourligas, who
concedes that a failed relation-
ship was the genesis for this pro-
ject.

Please see BROWNSTEIN, Page D3

ELEPHANT SHOES (G)
A compelling, noirish romantic comedy about the
rocky courtship of a couple (played by real-life
couple Stacie Morgain Lewis and Greg Shamie).
1 38 31
AMC 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 7:35,9:40

BROWNSTEIN
Movie shows

fragility of a
modern union

CONTINUED FROM D1

Nonetheless, Lewis, the New
York-born lead in the hit Broad-
way musical Wicked, and
Shamie, a Montrealer featured
on an Emmy-winning episode of
Law and Order and a guest star
on Six Feet Under, muster up all
the necessary emotions to make
the movie credible.

Alexis (Lewis) and Manny
(Shamie) meet by chance on a
Montreal street corner. She’s a
tourist who has lost her way. He’s
a local who has never really
found his way. They fall for one
another in elephant-sized fash-
ion.

But then, once the passion set-
tles and the bed is made, the real-
ly tough part begins: They must
actually get to know one another
on anon-carnal basis.

The wonder of it all is that the
couple go through the requisite
stages of a relationship in just
half a day. To each other, it feels
like they have been together for-
ever. To the viewer, though, it
goes by in a flash. It is a truly fas-
cinating overview of the fragili-
ty of amodern-day union.

And here’s hoping Sourligas
continues exploring the human
condition and, at the very least,
covers the rental cost of that
video projector:

Elephant Shoes is showing at
the AMC cinema. 4

bbrownst@
thegazette.canwest.com
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“You can barely buy used car these Shoes is a film that succeeds on the man, broke his finger closing
days 0,000, every from its if not quirky, tha of the apartment, only to have a
Hmlm fetm:;:budgﬁtd examination of love, to its slick cinematog-  bookcase narrowly miss him as it crashe

ELEPHANT SHOES

Ihuwitmﬂﬁﬁthﬂu‘mivh.'
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By ROBERT NOTT
The New Mexican

A low-budget romantic com-
edy shot in four days took the
Santa Fe Film Festival's Audi-
ence Award this year. Chris-
tos Sourligas' Elephant Shoes,
which revolves around the
intensity of a 12-hour relation-
ship, received the award dur-
ing the fest’s Annual Milagro
Awards ceremony at Eldorado
Hotel on Saturday.

The festival, which features
film screenings, panel disecus-
sions and parties, continues
through today at various
venues around town. The

awards ceremony was hosted

by actor, writer and cartoon-
ist Jonathan Richards, who'
introduced the event with -
the remark: “This is what
filmmaking is all about —
awards.” To that end, 10 film-
makers took home awards.

- The festival’s Creative
- Spirit award was given to Bill

Rose for his documentary,
The Loss of Nameless Things,
which deals with the rise

and fall of a troubled play-
wright. Best Shert went to

0O Nathapon’s rhapsodic tale
of longing and loss, Bicycles
and Radios. The Best Latino
award went to Fabrizio

Aguilar’s Peruvian film Paper

Sunday, December 5, 2004 THE NEW MEXICAN B-5

Film festival hands out several awards

Dove, about emotional and
political upheaval in a small
village in the Andes.

Other award winners include
Jihyun Song's animated film
Earth (Best Animation),
Tommy Davis’ documentary
Mojados: Through the Night
(Best Documentary), J. Mitch-
ell Johnson's World Without
Waves (Best Southwest) and
Chris Kientz and Simon James’
computer-animated film Raven
Tales (Best Native).

The Independent Spirit
award went to Russian film-
maker Boris Undorf’s psy-
chological thriller Sonata, '’
while the Best of Fest was
given to Hirokazu Kore-eda
for Nobody Knows, a contem-
porary survival story. The

. festival’s annual Luminaria

Awards, presented by actress
Ali MacGraw, went to actor
and Santa Fe resident Alan
Arkin and Mexican film-
maker Alfonso Arau.

The collegiate musical
group Mediterranean Ensem-
ble won over the crowd with
a short pre-ceremony set of
European folk music.

Jon Bowman, executive
director for the festival, said
he was happy with this year’s
program. “In the past, there's
always been a few break-out
hits and signs of movement
toward certain pictures,” he
said. “This year, there was
a more diffuse interest in a
lot of titles, and that’s what a
festival should be about: Dis-
covering new and different
voices.”
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ransacking the joint.

When the crew tried to re-
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mated about 150 filmmakers
were in town to attend the
festival and said he hopes
to sell at least 20,000 tickets

screenings sold out. He esti-
before

clad
to

in cowgirl attire, found it
difficult

make their way through the

the ' last screening
crowded passageways.

on Sunday. Sunday’s events

include a panel discussion on

and a closing-night party at

As the opening night gala

wore on, people filled Cow-
and waitresses,

the role of women in cinema
El Farol on Canyon Road.

increasingly

girl,
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As

one waitress pushed her way
through an unyielding crowd
of revelers, she was asked
how she was managing. “It’s
OK,” she said, never slowing

The Santa Fe Film Festival
continues at various venues

down. “I play rugby.”
through Sunday. Call 989-1495

for information.
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Festival included Christos

Sourligas’ Elephant Shoes
and Niels Mueller’s The
Assassination of Richard

Nixon.

Santa Fe & El Norte, B-1

Opening-night movies
at the Santa Fe Film
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Weekly round-up

Elephant Shoes is a low-budget smash,
Next: A Primer on Urban Painting follows
graffiti on a trip around the world

by SARAH ROWLAND and

MARK SLUTSKY

Elephant Shoes

The first time [ saw Christos
Sourligas’s debut feature was in
2004 at Montreal's World Film Fes-
tival, where critics from across the
country gushed about the $10,000
romcom. Still, as I sat down to
screen it again, I couldn’t help but
wonder: was this Montreal-made
sleeper such a stand-out only
because so many of the other films
screened at WFF were such shite?
Well, I'm happy to report that no,
that’s not the case at all. In fact, I
like Elephant Shoes even more after
watching it a second time.

Sourligas breaks down every
stage of a long-term relationship by
using al2-hour date as a model.
Alexis (Stacie Morgain Lewis), a
Toronto photojournalist in town for
the day, bumps into Montreal cock
artist Manny (Greg Shamie) on the
street. The two proceed to speed
through their first fuck, first fight
and first fart. These oh-so quirky
characters can be a little irritating
at times, but that’s only because
they're so real. You've met these two
before. You may not have liked
them, but you've definitely met
them. The acting here is flawless
and the dialogue will ring true for
anyone who has ever dated someone
as filler until something better
comes along,

But the real genius of this sweet
and understated film is in the
premise itself. And first-time film-
makers could learn a thing or two
from Sourligas: when you've only
got 10 grand to play with, keep it
simple. (SR)

SPEED DATING: Elepha

o

nt Shoes

/mmaphant Shoes ¢
page 42 for review, AMC Forum [:20pm, 3:250m,

530pm, 7350m, 3:40pm
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Runaway
Elephant

BILL

BROWNSTEIN
ON CHRISTOS SOURLIGAS

“"The Montreal
filmmaker (has) been
wowing ‘em with his

$10,000 debut.”

he Cinderella story con-

tinues for Christos Sourli-

gas, the Montreal film-
maker who's been wowing 'em
with his $10,000 debut feature,
Elephant Shoes. The romantic
comedy — which has the look of a
flick 100 times its budget - is fast
becoming the darling of the film
world.

After its premiere at the Mon-
treal World Film Festival last
summer, Elephant Shoes went
on to glory at fests in Santa Fe
and the Bahamas, among nu-
merous others. The film is
briefly back on home turf with a
screening, in conjunction with
the Rendez-vous du cinéma
québécois, tonight at 10 at the
Cinémathéque Québécoise.

Best of all, Sourligas, 35, has
landed a major distribution deal
with Alliance Atlantis, which
will soon see Elephant Shoes in
theatrical, TV and DVD release.
Alliance Atlantis is also keen on
Sourligas’s planned sequel and
trequel to Elephant Shoes.

Unlike the original, though,
Sourligas will be spending con-
siderably more on the Elephant
Shoes updates. Yup, he’ll shell
out $50,000 each. And this time,
he doesn’t plan to max out his
credit cards to finance the films.

The sequel will have Elephant
Shoes lead Greg Shamie and his
co-star/wife Stacie Morgain
Lewis touch base in France a few
years later, while the trequel will
find the couple coping with the
birth of their first child.

While the genesis of Elephant
Shoes was a relationship gone
sour for Sourligas, the irony is
the film has brought him love.
He’s hooked up with a woman he -
met at the Santa Fe Film Festival
two months ago.

“The film won the Audience
Award there and I fell madly in
love,” Sourligas says. “Who
knows? Maybe there’s another
film in the making here. My only
fear is that love will make me
lose my sarcastic edge.”

Fear not. History would seem
to suggest otherwise.

Not content to rest on his lau-
rels, Sourligas has also been con-
tracted to make two more films,
in addition to the Elephant
Shoes sequel and trequel. The
first is the teen comedy Popcorn,
a naughty behind-the-scenes
look at life inside a multiplex
cinema: “Clerks meets Meat-
balls.” The other is a thriller in
the Open Water vein.

Not finished yet. Sourligas has
created a children’s book series
and is developing a slew of TV
shows. And he still hangs on to
his day job as a senior manager
for international television sales
at the Just for Laughs festival.

“My philosophy is that I have
plenty of time to sleep later in
life,” he says. “But now is the
time for me to move forward.”

Though most would label him
an overachiever, that’s not quite
the diagnosis he received at a re-
cent leadership seminar. “They
told me I was more a drifter than
a commander,” he says. “I don’t
think they had much confidence
in my achieving anything.”

He’ll show them. Perhaps on
an Oscar podium.

bbrownst@
thegazette.canwest.com
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Feature
shot for
$10,000

BILL

BROWNSTEIN
ON LOW-BUDGET MOVIE

A shining example of
how the human will
can still triumph over
the human wallet.

his is what $10,000 will
| buy you on most movie
sets: coffee.

This is what $10,000 bought
Montreal writer/director/pro-
ducer Christos Sourligas: one lo-
cation; two actors; a three-man
crew; 4% days of shooting; and,
oh yes, one impressive feature-
length flick, Elephant Shoes,
which makes its world premiere
Sunday at the Montreal World
Film Festival.

Nor did Sourligas, 34, put the
touch an his family or the public
purse to make his debut feature,
No, he raised cash the old-fash-
joned way: He maxed out his
three credit cards,

And nor were Sourligas's
problems finished after financ-
ing. No sooner was he ready to
shoot than: a) two digital video
cameras malfunctioned; b) a
tumbling 500-pound bookease
narrowly missed crushing 150-
pound star Greg Shamie, who
broke his finger not long after-
ward; and ) a burglary at Sourli-
gas's apartment/movie set
stripped Shamie and his co-
star/wife Stacie Morgain Lewis

of their passports, many person-
al possessions and most of their
cash.

At a time when whinging
among cash-strapped would-be
filmmakers has reached epidem-
ic proportions, Sourligas serves
as a shining example of how the
human will can still triumph
over the human wallet.

Yet Sourligas is proud to re-
port he did pay his stars for their
44 days work as well as cover
their travel, room and board. As
for cinematographer Luc Mont-
pelier, Sourligas called in a
marker. Montpelier worked pro
bono becanse Sourligas was best
man at his wedding.

Cast and crew, however, were
all given profit points, should the
film go on to score commercially

It would be easy to focus sim-
ply on this behind-the-scenes sto-
¥, which has all the makings of
atragicomic screen classic.

But the more extraordinary
story is the final cut of Elephant
Shoes, a nolrish romantic come-
dy that has the sophistication of
a film 100 times its budget.

Brownstein
Being
umped

helped
Jfilmmaker

CONTINUED FROM D1

Ex-Montrealer Shamie and
New Yorker Lewis, both veter-
ans of the Broadway scene, play
the love-struck couple with con-
viction. They meet on a street
corner and they fall - like a 500-
pound bookcase - truly, madly,
deeply for each other. And then,
once the passion settles, the
tough part begins: getting to
know one another:

It only seems that they are to-
gether for eons. In actual time,
it's but 12 hours. So it goes in the
wild and wacky world of con-
temporary relationships. -

Shamie is quick to point out
that the screen relationship
bears little resemblance to his
and Lewis's: “But it did help that
we had the right chemistry go-
ing in and we just clicked, even
after all the misadventures with
the robbery and broken finger.
Christos said he would under-
stand if we wanted to throw in
the towel. But those events made
us stronger That's what they call
motivation inacting.”

Actually, the script comes
straight out of the life of Sourdi-
gas. "Let's just say it helped that
I got dumped by my giflfriend of
four vears,” the shaven-headed
Sourligas reflects over soda wa-
ter at a downtown pub.

“Rather than wallow in self-
pity, I wrote, then I made a
movie."

It was not only therapeutic,
but also a stepping stone for
Sourligas, who had previously

made several shorts, including

the award-winning Park Ex, a
tribute to his roots. Elephant
Shoes has been accepted at three
other festivals and distributors
have come knocking at Sourli-
gas's door:

But Sourligas, who toils by day
in sales for the TV arm of the
Just for Laughs festival, is bid-
ing his time. He's contemplating
his next feature, a thriller, It will
have the monster budget - by his
standards - of $50,000 to £100,000.

“I guess I'm going a little
crazy” Sourligas quips. “SoIlhad
better start applying for more
credit cards now.”

Elephant Shoes screens Sunday
at 5 p.m. and Monday at 1:30
p.m. at Cinéma Parisien 1.

bbrownst@
thegazette.canwest.com

Director Christos Sourligas is
contemplating a thriller.
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Phoenix Film Festival

The Arizona Republic
Apr. 3, 2005 12:00 AM

From 150 entries, organizers of the Phoenix Film Festival selected 10 films to
compete for the Copper Wing Awards, which include best picture, best director
and best screenplay.

Past winners include the Rick Schroder boxing movie Black Cloud, the border
drama The Gatekeeper and the satirical look at Hollywood Do It for Uncle Manny.

Here's a look at this year's competing features.

‘Elephant Shoes'

LR

Directed by Christos Sourligas, 79 minutes, not rated (sexual situations and nudity)

Sharply scripted love story about a Montreal artist (Greg Shamie) and a
photographer on vacation (Stacie Morgain Lewis) who meet on the street and
spend 12 hours going through the 11 stages of a relationship, from flirtation to
acceptance. It's a bit stagy, but the stars give convincing performances, as if
they've been rehearsing for weeks, and the intimate scenes come off as realistic.

Using such a formal structure can mire a film, but Sourligas keeps things moving,
capturing the awkwardness, trepidation and euphoria of a new relationship, while
accelerating the action so the characters can go the route in half a day.

The title refers to a sound-alike for “I love you," spoken by someone who's too shy
to say the actual words. It fits with the rest of the movie, which is about two people
who are eager to connect but worried about what will happen if they do. The
director is unapologetic about the movie's sentimentality, even daring to play the
sappy Phil Collins ballad Against All Odds over the credits. Don't cry out loud.

(8:20 p.m. Friday, 12:15 p.m. Saturday, 2:15 p.m. Sunday)

- Bill Muller



Scenes from a festival
Ingmar Bergman’s Saraband and much more in Montreal
BY GERALD PEARY

A LITTLE MIRACLE ON A
$10.000 BUDGET: Stacie
Morgain Lewis and Greg Shamic
stole audience hearts in Elephant
Shoes.

And Elephant Shoes, Christos Sourligas’s made-in-
Montreal two-hander. is a deftly written, delicately acted
love story, 12 compact, erotic hours in which an early-
30ish couple meet, make love, make the most clever talk.
and then must decide whether they are forever soulmates
or. sadly, must part. A little miracle on a $10.000 budget,
and the talented newcomer actors, Stacie Morgain Lewis
and Greg Shamie, steal the audience’s heart.

Issue Date: September 17 - 23, 2004
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by SARAH ROWLAND,
and MATTHEW HAYS
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First fuck. First fight. First fart.
And that's all on the first date. Alex-
is (Stacie Morgain Lewis) and Man-
ny (Greg Shamie) don't waste any
time, Every stage of an average long
term relationship is exlpored in
their 12-hour affair, from the butter-
flies of flirting to the monotony of
monogamy, Both lead characters
can be irritating at times but that's
only because they're so real. You've
met these two before. Maybe you
worked with one of them and their
quirky ways made your shift go by
faster but outside of work, you had
nothing in common with them and
quite frankly, you were a little
embarrassed by the way they

But as Montreal director
Christes Sourligas proves, they
need love too. The acting here is
flawless and the dialogue will ring
true for anyone who has ever dated

someone as filler until something

better comes along. Perfect roman-
tic eomedy rental. (SR)

26 HONTREAL MIRROR AUGUST 26 - SEFTEMBER | 2004
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EVERYONE SAYS ELEPHANT
SHODES: SHAMIE AND LEWIS

SHOOTING ON CREDIT

LOCAL DO-TFYOURSELFER BAINGS

ARST FEATURE TO THE FFM

Christos Sourligas wentad 1o make movies.
But unkke most slackers, after film school
he want out and got himsalf a real job lasa
mnmmmmm
department). Six years later, his experience
as an intemational whealerdealer for one of
the industry’s behemoths gave him a
unique perspective and a sure-fire way 1o
fund his first feature. Instead of messing
around with Telefilm and Sodec grants and
the lika, ha financed his fulHength film with
threa cradit cards.

“Why give up... creative confrol?”
Sourligas shrugs. The romantic dramedy
Elephant Shoas is clearly his calling card,
and it's a snappy package for such a small
mavie. Despite (or perhaps because of) his
big plans, Sourigas has done a lot with
vary little,

| awaust 26 T0 sepTEMBER 1. 2004 |

Elephant
Shoas was shot in 4
1/2 days with a cast
of two, a crew of
three, and, essen-
tially, one location:
Sourligas’s apartment on Ayimer Street.
Simpbcity aiso reigns in the script,
which foliows a couple through their whirk-
wind relationship: The stages of love and
loss are cut up into 12 “chapters” that follow
Sourligas’s thecries about the way love
works las hashed out in the scriptwriting
process a couple of months after his long-
time girliend moved out on himl.
"t first, the idea was 12 stages, 12
mumnmmum

Bacause Elephant Shoes Is so simple
and intimate, it was important 1o find two
actors with a readymade dynamic; the dinec-
tor found his couple in the reaHifa couple of
Stacie Morgain Lewis and Greg Shamie,
NYC Broadway and off-Broadway vets. After
a sweaty and claustrophobic rehearsal run
during the Eastem Seaboard blackout of

2003, the production moved up to Montree!

for more disastrous instalations of the laws
of Murphy: equipment malfunction, an
aimost-fatal falling bookshetf, and a break-n
at Sourligas's apartment 30 minutes into the

12

first day of shooting.

*There was a happy ending in al of
this” Sourfigas says with typical aplomb. %Al
this stuff happened so that | would have &
better movie,.. and there could be a happy

Indeed, happy endings are promised:

i
H
Ht

"Happy endings happen all the time in real
e, and I'l shoot ‘sm,” he says with a grin.
*Besidas, I'm for sale, tool I'm not above it”

MELORA KOEPKE
Elephant Shoes screens at the Parisien
cinama, Sunday, August 23 at 5 p.m.
and Monday, August 30 at 1:30 p.m.

o
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ELEPHANT SHOES

Septamber 26, 7:15 p.m., Uptown

If life wore like a rented DVD,
you'd be able to fast-forward
through the dull bits and hit slow-
motion or pause to savour the
sweeter moments. Elephant
Shoes, subtitled A Modern Look at
Love, takes just such an approach
to romance and comedy.

It tells of Alex (Stacie Morgain
Lewis) and Manny (Greg Shamia),
who meet by chance outsida
Manny's Montreal apartment. He
invites her up for a drink. She's
due back in Toronto the next
morning, and she declines, then
cautiously accepts. Alex vows
there'll be no sex, but her reluc-

tance soon melts as he charms
her with disarming insight into
her tastes in musie, art and travel.
The result is an intense, 12-hour
affair into which the willing part-
nars cram enough revelations,
sensations, jealousies, disappoint-
ments and unabashed romance to

occupy most couples for months,
Shamie and Lewis, the film's
only cast members, are splendid
in their roles. Each expresses con-
vincing vulnerability, though at
completely different times, in a
sharply written story by director
Christos Sourligas. This fsn't a

big-budget production, but the
monay's all up on the screen,
where two strangers manage to
communicate volumes about love,
gender roles and life's hittarsweat
truths,
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Canadian film
fills huge shoes
at Montreal fest

PAUL TELNER AND
BYROMN PASCOE
Talking with Telnar

IF .'Lkp!cul:l'-rr"\. Togonla
Indematomal Filim Festival
is ton far of a hike from
Baseline Road, look no fur-
ther than Montréal for the
28th  annual  Monircal
World Film Festival, taking
place Au. 26 10 Sept, b,

Cf the 416 films being
screcned from 72 different
countries, 136 are from
Canaala, Included is the
wold premiene of o roman-
[11- comedy entitled
Elephant Shoes.

The film was produeced
for  only 510000 aid
financed entirely by the
producer’s credi cands

Writlen, directed and
prosdfuced By Canadian
Christos Sourligas,
ilurh;lul Shoes 12 about
meeting someone, falling
madly, head-over-heels in
lowe wath them and then
poof, as quickly as they
came o voar ]tf::, l|1|:5
dl\n[‘l;w.n

Alexis and Manny are a
“12-hour’ |;uq|r|lp: whise
turbrulent love affair s told

over the course of a half-
day. Broodway stor Stacie
Momgan  Lewis  plays
Alexis whaile Greg Shamie,
who has appeared i such
TV shows as Law & Onder
and Six Feet Under, plays
Manny.

Drunmg o 24-hour penasd
of filming, three crey
events happened, which
coutld have easily ended the
prosfuction, A S00-pound
bookshelf stacked heavily
with  encyclopedia-sized
books tumbled onle a per-
former. who  narowly
escaped  massive hcad
impuries by inches, Secomd,
two state-of-the-art cam-
eras refused to function
properly, prompting a fran-
e search for replacement
gear on the first doy of
shooting, Finally, the main
shooting location was bro-
ken  mio by thieves.
Somehow the team peTse-
vered

Chnstos Sourliygns’s (ne
Man Band Films is an
independent film produc-
ton company. Past shon
fitms include Park Ex.,
which was awarded the

www.nepeanthisweek.com

Vol. 7 No. 33

31

Canadian film Elephani Shoes has its world premier af the Montreal World Film Festival Aug. 28,

Canadian Slulicubiurl
Awaard by the Academny of
Canadian  Cinema  and
Television

PPaul ‘Telner had a chance
to sit down and talk to the
Canadion Nmmaker,

Paul Telner: What moti-

vated you e <reale
Elephant Shoes?
Christos Sourligas:

Essentially, 1 got dumped.
My 1_l|r|rr|cr||| of four years
woke up one day and
walked out. without an
explanation. 1 fell i a
spiral for a short while
Howcever, | knew some-
thing gluul womlel conme ot
of it, 0 1 wroie a film. It's
somewhat autobiographis
cal

Shoes, see page 33

« NEPEAN THIS WEEK H FrIDAY AuGusT 27, 2004 =
Movie explores what it’s
like to have loved and lost

Said silently,
“elephant shoes”
looks like you are saying
“I love you".

Shoes, from page 31

FI: What can niliences
expect  when  they see
Elephant Shoes?

C5 A real, sweel
romanhs  comely, real
people, real dinlogue, real
CXPETIENCCS that CYeryone
can relate to,

Ihe mudience will walk
out saying. “Been there,
done that,™

PT: How dad you attraet
such o greal team for the

film?

C8: Lue Monpellier is
probably one of the top
young DHIF'S (direcior of
photography) i the coun-
iry. He ix a friend from
Ryerson  Film  School.
Along with the two acions,
Lue just fell in love with
the senpt.

PT: What do you hope
I iIL'I.'(lI'IliPI'I'ih tl\' I'uZI 18
wour film an this competi-
tom?

CS:  Press,

positive

* (Elephant Shoes is) a real, sweel
romantic comedy; real people,
real dialogue, real experiences that
everyone can relale (o,

The audience will walk oul sayving,
* Been there, done that.”

* Christos Sourligas

Canadian flmmaker

reviews from eniics; audi-
ences will help in selling
the film to a distributor,

Withaut a press kit and
bz, it"s difficult to shop
around.

PT: Why should people
from  Oitawa  come 1o
Montréal for ihe World
Film Festival?

C5%: The World Film
Festival is one of the
largest flm festivals in the
world with over 400 flms
froom over 70 countries. 1
is truly a “world film festi-
val™ Aundiences will sec
films that they will never
SCC Agaln

Elephant Shoes will be
sereened on Sunday, Aug
19 at 5 pom, and Monday,
Aug, 30 a0 12300 pom,
Cinema Le Parisicn

Elephant Shoes and all
other feature-length films
presetited in the Panosama
Canada Section qualify for
the auwdience-chosen
Golden Lenith Prize

When said salemily, “cle-
phant  shoes™ looks like
vou are saying "l love
you”

Faar mrore amforemiadion,
Mease  visit wwwele-
phantshoesmovie com ol
wri! e mciatred ong

Created by PDF Generator (http://www.alientools.com/), to remove this mark, please buy the software.


�$��{����ː��4,���i4yކ�V0

Elephant Shoes (2005)

ELEPHANT SHOES
A film review by Steve Rhodes
Copyright 2005 Steve Rhodes

RATING (0 TO ****); *** 1/2

ELEPHANT SHOES, written and directed by Christos Sourligas, is a delightful talkfest of a
romantic comedy, & la BEFORE SUNRISE. Manny (Greg Shamie) meets Alex (Stacie Morgain
Lewis) on the street near his apartment in Montreal. After giving her directions to the hotel where
she has a reservation, he ends up, almost on a lark. inviting her out to dinner

Well, I'm here to report that, after agreeing to just of Alex's two rules — "no sex” and later "no falling
in love™ — they end up never going out to eat, staying instead in his apartment where they spend
the evening gabbing and happily violating their two rules.

Every section of the movie has a cute little title, typical of these is "2. Awkwardness.” Once in his
kitchen to share a glass of white wine, they get giggly. *| get a nervous twitch," he says to her,
“when | get to first base." Laughing, she quickly corrects him, "Don't kid yourself. You're still at bat”
Their first kisses are interrupted with nervous laughter.

Manny would make Babe Ruth proud. He hits a home run in record time. The sex between them,
while not the least bit graphic, is quite passionate, hot and very believable. These are two actors
with great chemistry who kiss convincingly, a simple act that movies can't do credibly, and who
show real desire for each other. After the sex scene Is a stage labeled "3. Denial." but it could have
been titled "Buyer's Remorse?" as they each try to figure out if they really did the right thing. She
circles the room, avoiding eye contact with him, while he busies himseif by throwing a ball as hard
as he can into his baseball glove.

Their fling, romance, newly found friendship or whatever it is goes through many more stages that
night. Thanks to a smartly written script, all of the stages are cute. When ELEPHANT SHOES
ends, you'll feel like you're bidding adieu to a pair of friends with whom you haven't been able to
spend nearly as much time as you would have liked.

ELEPHANT SHOES runs 1:29.

The film is being shown as part of San Jose's Cinequest Film Festival (www.Cinequest org), which
runs March 2-13, 2005.

Want free reviews and weekly movie and video recommendations via Email?
Just send me a letter with the word "subscribe" in the subject line.

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/click/movie- 1 0005062/reviews.phpcritic=all&sortby=d...
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